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the fields and harvest the crops.1 Among the Wangata,
another tribe of the Belgian Congo, in agricultural work it is
the man who fells the trees, lops off the branches, burns the
heap of fallen branches, and trims the trunks of the larger
trees that are left standing. When this has been done the
women take possession of the land reclaimed by their hus-
bands. They set to work, and clean the ground with the
hoe and the knife and plant in it the little sticks of cassava.
But when she has done so she has not finished her task.
Round the sticks of cassava she digs up the soil, throwing
it into a heap. And between the sticks of cassava she gener-
ally plants maize. The maintenance of the fields, like their
establishment, is the work of the women. It is they who
harvest the ripe maize and the cassava, according to the
needs of their families. Besides this the Wangata plant
banana trees : it is usually the men who establish the planta-
tions but the women who maintain them.2
In the Embu, a Bantu tribe inhabiting the southern slopes
of Mount Elgon in Kenya, many men are supposed to possess
rights over large areas of forest, and any one who desires to
clear a patch of the forest must first obtain leave from the
owner which he generally does by a small payment, such as a
large pot of beer. " The working tenant having thus ac-
quired his land, it becomes necessary to clear it and bring
it under cultivation. The heavier work of this, such as the
felling of trees, the destruction of bush and the eradication
of roots and stones, falls to the man, but once cleared and
fit for cultivation it is the woman who begins to have an
interest in it. The husband must clear and prepare the land,
but it is the wife who sows and reaps the crop. She thus
obtains a very definite right to the produce of the field, and this
is generally recognized, though naturally the right is a short-
lived one, depending upon the crop. Nevertheless the woman's
right in any field is fully admitted, and she carries it with her in
case of marriage or removal to another home." 3 Among the
Ila-speaking tribes of Northern Rhodesia the present methods
of cultivation are extremely wasteful, both of labour and land.
1 M. Baeyens, Les Lesa, 23.                    ' G. .St. J. Orde Browne, The Van-
a Lieut. Engels, Les Wangata (Paris,     ishing Tribes of Kenya, 66.
1912), pp. 29 sq.
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